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Introduction.

Many political risk specialists, policy and security advisors and country analysts rely on BBC Monitoring news. 

It is a proven source of valuable information during political crises, and an aid to the early detection of policy and regulatory shifts, and changes in public opinion, which can expose Governments, their agencies and key export industries to political risk.

BBC Monitoring news contains full text reporting of important ministerial announcements, provides continuing coverage of developments in diplomacy, defence, trade, governance, civil activism as well as valuable information on border disputes, trans-border crime, political arrests and security issues. 

Choose to receive information in the format which best suits your needs.
Tailored information: Delivered daily by email. 
Individual country news.

Regional news roundups: Political and Economic editions are available for Africa, Asia, Central Asia, Europe, Former Soviet Union, Latin America and Middle East. 

Topic-related services: Subjects include international Terrorism, Crime, Energy, Environment and other issues.
Access the full news output and reference material via BBC Monitoring Online. 
BBC Monitoring is part of BBC World Service’s Global News Division and is funded by a stakeholder group which includes the UK Government’s Cabinet Office, the Ministry of Defence and the Foreign & Commonwealth Office. 
Copyright cleared information is available on subscription. BBC Monitoring is an information supplier to many national governments, NGO’s, international policy research institutes and strategic global businesses. 

Sources

BBC Monitoring draws on news reporting from ‘open sources’, providing political news, comment and reaction ‘as it is presented’ to national (and regional) audiences by their principal broadcasters, press and news agencies.   

Described as “information rich”, content is compiled from state and independent news media in 80 countries. Sources include over 44 TV stations, 650 radio stations, 300 news agencies, 1100 press and 900 Internet sources. 

Each news item is selected, translated and appropriately coded, for inclusion in the service by skilled editorial staff based in UK and our overseas regional bureaux in Moscow, Nairobi, Kiev, Tashkent, and Baku.

Original sources are always cited. 

Content
BBC Monitoring news contains political and economic news reporting, reference material on national elections and ministerial appointments, and, for major news events, commentary on media-reaction and coverage.    

At the core of the service are the daily news selections – unabridged reporting on political, diplomatic, security and economic themes. 
For editorial priority countries and regions, press roundups, summaries and highlights provide complementary detail on news output. (See Samples Appendix). These include:

Daily press round-ups: Overviews of headlines, highlights, quotes, comment and editorials.    

National news briefings: Currently offered for Iraq and Afghanistan only. These provide a structured summary of daily reporting on governance, national security and reconstruction.  

National TV news bulletin ‘Programme summaries’: These offer an itemised record of reporting on daily TV news bulletins. 

Reference Information about new Government/Ministerial appointments, and candidates and contesting political parties at election times, is presented in a special reference section available on BBC Monitoring Online. 

News-media behaviour notes:  comment, analysis and context about the major national and trans-national news stories.(See recent titles in Samples Appendix). 

Benefits

· BBC Monitoring news provides a continuous flow of news, information and data on political, economic and security issues.
· Access accurate translations (or transcriptions) of reported ministerial announcements.

· Use the news archive and reference information for the collection and verification of information 

· Obtain information from hard to reach, geographically spread, sources such as TV and radio.   
· Non-English source material translated into English.
· The service is tailored to meet policy and political analyst’s needs. 
· Information can be tailored to individual needs.

· BBC Monitoring news is not aggregated with other news/business information collections. 

· Content includes roundup compilations and summaries and reference information. 
BBC Monitoring Online 

The BBC Monitoring Online is our most flexible service. Continually updated and
archived to 1997, it presents our most up-to-date information, including press highlights
and quotes roundup material and reference guides to national elections and government
lists.

Searching is possible by keyword using standard Boolean logic combined with time 
parameters, and, if desired, choices from drop down boxes of regions, country and/or topics
such as e.g. Terrorism, Crime, Energy. 
Up to 20 searches can be saved for future use once they have been crafted. These can be
left as passive searches to be run when desired or they can be active searches or ‘Alerts’ 
that continually look for results and send them to the user as stories are filed or on a batched basis on the hour or daily.

There is one email address associated with each logon; this email address can be changed
by the user as desired when they are travelling or on leave so that reports can reach them wherever they are or be diverted to a colleague.

APPENDIX - SAMPLES

1. National and regional press summaries. 
NB These are current examples and are subject to change at BBCM discretion
Global





Frequency

World Media Review




Twice daily Mon-Fri (M-F)



War on Terror Digest




Daily




BBC Mon World News Diary  



Weekly

Middle East (incl. North Africa) & Islamic countries 
Islamic Media Review




Weekly




Highlights from Turkish Islamist press


Daily




Pan-Arab TV headlines



aily



Iraq Briefing





Twice Daily



Iraq Reconstruction Briefing



Twice Weekly



Egyptian independent opposition press review

Daily




Egyptian Press Highlights



Daily




Lebanese Press Highlights



Daily




Iraqi Kurdish Press Highlights



Daily




Near/Middle East: Roundup of Friday Sermons

Weekly




Saudi Press Highlights



Daily




Syrian Press Highlights



Daily




North Africa: Roundup of Friday sermons

Weekly




Quotes for Middle East Arabic press.


Daily M-F



Press Quotes from Iranian newspapers 

Daily




Iraqi press highlights




Daily




Headlines, quotes from Iraqi press


Daily M-F



Quotes from Israel’s Arabic press


Weekly




Quotes from Israel’s Hebrew press


Daily M-F



Headlines, quotes from Palestinian press

Daily M-F



Afghanistan

BBCM Afghanistan Briefing



Twice Weekly
            

Press selection list of Afghan newspapers

Daily




BBC Monitoring quotes from Afghan press

Daily




Asia

North Korea Briefing




Weekly




Quotes from China, Taiwan Press


Daily M-F



Quotes from Pakistan’s Urdu Press 


Daily M-F



Quotes from Indonesian press


Daily
Europe

Montenegrin Press Review



Daily




Quotes from the Turkish press


Daily weekdays only


Africa
Quotes from the Africa Press



Daily




Africa Environment Digest



Weekly




FSU

Quotes from Russian press



Daily weekdays only


Caspian Energy Roundup



Monthly




Russian TV highlights




Weekly




Sakhalin Region Media Highlights


Weekly




St Petersburg Media Highlights



Weekly




Russian regional political roundup 


Monthly

*Note: these ‘packages’ are embedded in the service and are not available as separate, stand-alone services.
2. ‘Programme summary’ sample (TV newscast summary). 
Programme summaries provide an itemised record of newscast content and  prioritisation. 

*Programme summary of Sudanese TV news 1900 gmt 29 Aug 06

1. President Al-Bashir finally meets US State Department official. Video report of US official briefing journalist after meeting with President Al-Bashir (covered).

2. Sudanese leader says planned UN intervention in Darfur new occupation. Video report of President Al-Bashir addressing Sudanese Workers Trade Union Federation (covered).

3. President Al-Bashir meets with Sudanese ambassadors. Video report (covered).

4. Speaker to address protesters against enemies of Sudan which is organized by National Resistance Council on 30 August. Report over video of Workers of Trade Union Federation chairman speaking on releasing of workers to participate in march.

5. Video report of opinion poll on foreign troops deployment in Darfur.

6. Political parties association rejects foreign troops deployment in Darfur. Report over video (covered).

7. Khartoum students union issue statement on rejection of foreign troops.

8. Southern Darfur State Governor opens development project. Video report of governor speaking.

9. Southern Darfur State governor assures voluntary returnees of government support. Video report of governor speaking.

10. Report over video of official touring floods affected areas in Gezira State.

11. Report over video of health insurance fund offering medical services at Sinnar State.

12. Khartoum State women group send relief convoy to flood affected areas. Report over video.

13. State Minister in Ministry of Interior receives UNHCR officials. Report over video.

14. Minister of religious affairs and endowment on his ministry's coordination work on Umra. Report over video.

15. Foreign news: Three Palestinians killed, Lebanon-Iranian delegation arrives in Beirut; Iraq-explosions.

16. Minister of welfare and social development addressing best students award giving ceremony in Khartoum State. Report over video.

17. Parliamentary committee on agriculture tours research centre. Video report of committee chairman briefing journalists.

18. State minister for cabinet commends role of women on national development. Report over video.

19. Report over video of southern Sudan official meeting with southerners living in Khartoum.

20. Currency exchange rates.

21. Economic news.

22. Sports.

23. Weather forecast.

Source: Sudan TV, Omdurman, in Arabic 1900 gmt 29 Aug 06

3. NEWS-MEDIA ANALYSIS

Selected items published between 10-11th January 2007 includes:
Commentary provided by BBC Monitoring editors on the presentation, character and range of views expressed on leading news items.  

Profile: North Korea's Jang Song-thaek: Monitoring research, 11 Jan 07 18:00 GMT
Bangladesh state of emergency - media behaviour note 11 Jan 07: 11 Jan 07 15:40 GMT
Russian state TV keeps up the pressure on Belarus over energy row: 11 Jan 07 15:00 GMT
Press anger at US strikes in Somalia: 11 Jan 07 13:00 GMT
Mideast media puzzles over Bush plan: 11 Jan 07 12:30 GMT
Press sceptical about Bush's Iraq 'gamble': 11 Jan 07 10:00 GMT
Saudi TV reports reaction to Bush strategy on Iraq: 11 Jan 07 0:00 GMT
4.  BBC Monitoring Online: Search – screen sample.   

	1
	2


	


	0.77
	Uzbek leader calls for boosting oil and gas sector, fighting "shadow economy"

	
	
	Uzbek Television First Channel, 13 Feb 07 15:20 GMT

	


	0.77
	Ministry source says China's oil dependency to continue to rise in 2007

	
	
	official Chinese news agency Xinhua (New China News Agency), 13 Feb 07 6:46 GMT

	


	0.77
	Thai border traders need official permission to deal in Burmese currency

	
	
	Thai newspaper Bangkok Post website, 13 Feb 07 0:00 GMT

	


	0.77
	Programme summary of Belarusian TV "Panarama" news 1900 gmt 12 Feb 07

	
	
	Belarusian TV, 12 Feb 07 19:00 GMT

	


	0.77
	Ukraine opens new checkpoint on Moldovan border

	
	
	Ukrainian news agency UNIAN, 12 Feb 07 9:47 GMT

	


	0.77
	China's trade surplus reaches 15.88bn dollars as exports soar in January

	
	
	official Chinese news agency Xinhua (New China News Agency), 12 Feb 07 9:15 GMT

	


	0.85
	Malawian president urges merging of regional bodies

	
	
	Malawian MBC radio, 12 Feb 07 8:00 GMT

	


	0.77
	Thai activists against waste provisions in free trade agreement with Japan

	
	
	Thai newspaper Bangkok Post website, 12 Feb 07 0:00 GMT

	


	0.90
	Nigerian tax board accuses candidates of filing fake tax clearance papers

	
	
	Nigerian newspaper The Guardian website, 12 Feb 07 0:00 GMT


5.  Content sample. 

Bangladesh army chief proclaims war on corruption - TV

Text of report by Bangladeshi television NTV on 13 February

[Newsreader] The army chief [of Bangladesh] Lt-Gen Moin U. Ahmed has firmly said no one involved in corruption will be spared. He said the Bangladeshi people would win this time as they did during the liberation war in 1971.

The announcement came when the army chief was exchanging opinions with government officials, journalists and eminent citizens in the southern district of Borguna.

Expressing sadness over the state of corruption in the country and seeking everyone's cooperation in this respect, Lt-Gen Moin U. Ahmed said no sector would be allowed to be corrupt.

Lt-Gen Moin U. Ahmed has again said that the army is not after power, but it wants to assist the administration. He also suggested that Bangladesh should not listen to others, but stick to its own solutions.

Source: NTV, Dhaka, in Bengali 1100 gmt 13 Feb 07

Tajik airport customs officers arrested on corruption charges

Text of report by Tajik Avesta website on 8 February

Dushanbe, 8 February: The Sughd regional transport prosecutor's office and the transport police carried out an operation this morning during the check-in of passengers of the Khujand-Moscow flight [linking the administrative centre of the northern Tajik region and the Russian capital]. The operation was aimed at thwarting corruption cases among officers of the customs, border and security services of Khujand airport, an informed source at the airport told Avesta.

It is reported that several officers from these agencies were detained during the operation.

The details of the operation and arrests are expected to be announced at a special news conference on Friday, 9 February. The news conference will be attended by the transport prosecutor, the head of the airport's customs service, representatives from border troops and the management of the airport.

Source: Avesta website, Dushanbe, in Russian 1632 gmt 8 Feb 07

Georgian TV says opposition figure arrested over alleged customs violation

Text of report by Georgian Public Television Channel 1 on 5 February

[Presenter] Irina Sarishvili [leader of the opposition Imedi party and associate of exiled former security chief Igor Giorgadze] has been detained by the Constitutional Security Department at the Sadakhlo border crossing [on the Georgian-Armenian border] and is currently being questioned. The interrogation has been going on for several hours. Our correspondent Giga Makarashvili joins us live from Sadakhlo. Giga, do you have any more details?

[Correspondent] Good evening. We have been at the Sadakhlo checkpoint for several hours now and a few minutes ago Irina Sarishvili-Chanturia, leader of the Imedi political union, emerged from a room about 500m from us in which she had been questioned for three hours. She was taken back after about five minutes and they said she had been taken to the toilet.

We were not allowed to talk to Irina Sarishvili but she said that this was a second attempt, but did not explain further. We have had no information from the Customs Department apart from the fact that she was entering Georgia with about 58,000 dollars and 300g of gold. The reason for her arrest was that she did not list these on her customs declaration. Quantities of precious metals worth more than 300 lari have to be declared by law. That is why she is now being questioned.

She was travelling to Georgia from Armenia in an E-class Mercedes with registration GEO-664. It is not known who this vehicle belongs to and we do not yet have any further information from law-enforcement officers.

[Video shows Interior Ministry footage of completed customs declaration form in Sarishvili's name with the currency section left blank, piles of 100-dollar bills and pieces of gold jewellery]

Source: Channel 1, Tbilisi, in Georgian 1600 gmt 5 Feb 07

India waives customs duty on Nepalese goods

Text of report by Indian news agency PTI

Kathmandu, 3 February: India has waived off four per cent additional customs duty on select goods imported from Nepal, bringing the tally to 111 items including all categories put forward by Kathmandu.

Altogether 111 categories of goods manufactured in Nepal have been exempted from four per cent additional customs duty, an Indian Embassy release said here Saturday.

The exemptions have been effective from 25 January, 2007. Earlier in August 2006, 76 Nepalese items had earned customs waiver.

The waiver, covering all items listed by Nepal, will give a boost to it's export business, the release said. 

Source: PTI news agency, New Delhi, in English 1522 gmt 3 Feb 07

Iranian president says customs office, silent border guard

Text of report in English by Iranian news agency IRNA website

Tehran, 23 January: President Mahmud Ahmadinezhad here Tuesday [23 January] referred to customs office as the country's silent border guard which safeguards Iran's economy and national culture. 

According to a report released by the Presidential Office Media Department, the chief executive made the remark at a meeting with heads of Iran's customs departments. 

The president said that the customs office is one of the oldest sectors of the country rendering service to the public, safeguarding national frontiers on behalf of the government and nation. 

He noted that in addition the customs office protects part of the national interests and even the high quality of life across the country. 

Turning to the courageous and immaculate manpower working in customs office, he underlined that their presence account for the confidence of the public and government in making use of imported goods and services. 

Underlining that people from all walks of life have to comply with law, the president said that today, the presence of concerned and immaculate staff in customs sector, who fulfil their important responsibilities honestly both in the provinces as well as in border areas, is witnessed. 

Source: IRNA website, Tehran, in English 1650 gmt 23 Jan 07

BBC Monitoring Online Price Guide

Subscription to the full daily news output via BBC Monitoring Online costs £5000 GBP per annum.  Additional logons attracting surcharges on a tiered basis, i.e:  
2 – users 5%

3-5
10%

6-8
20%

9-11
25%

12-15
 30%

16-20
 40%

(If for example 20 logons were required the cost would be £7k p.a.)

Contracts are normally on an annual rolling basis with a month notice period.

Other Services

Regional news is available for the following standard single-user annual rates; the tiered user rates would apply as shown above for additional users.

· Asia: 




£1500.00 

· Africa: 




£900.00

· Central Asia:



£900.00

· Europe; 




£1500.00

· Former Soviet Union;


£1500.00

· Latin America; 



£750.00

· Middle East: 



£1200.00

· All regions: 



£5000.00 
Please note, we do not monitor news media in the UK or USA.  

Single-country news is available from £600.00 per year, with the exception of the following:  

· Iraq:




£900.00  

· Iran:




£900.00

· Afghanistan:



£900.00

Subscription rates are levied on a flat-fee basis, offering unlimited annual usage.

Material is for internal use only

Payment is usually annually in advance but we will accept six monthly. 

For more details, please contact:   

Chris Kelly |

BBC Monitoring | Peppard Road | Caversham Park | Reading | RG4 8TZ 
Tel: +44 (0)118 948 6420 
Email: Chris.Kelly@mon.bbc.co.uk | Online: http://www.monitor.bbc.co.uk.
End.
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